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called him before him and asked him what punishment was
legally due to one who impeded an orthodox monarch in
^the extirpation of heresy, and who stirred up the soldiers
of his army to revolt, whereupon Jacfer, suspecting nothing,
replied that the Law required that such an one should be
put to death. Selfm then said to him that he had just
pronounced his own death-sentence. When he understood how
things were, Jacfer vainly protested his innocence, and told
the Sultan that if he rashly put him to death without just
cause, he would repent the deed as bitterly as Hartin-ur-
Reshfd repented his execution of Jacfer the Bermeki. But
all his arguments and expostulations were of no avail; and
he was beheaded forthwith on the Sth Rejeb 920 (29^ August
1514).1 After the execution, Jacfer's brother Sacdi removed
the body and buried it in the mosque which the poet him-
self had built in the Balat quarter of Constantinople, and
which bore the name of Nishanji Mesjidi or the Nishanji's
Mosque.

Jacfer's predictions were apparently not long in being ful-
filled, for the biographers tell us that Sultan Selim soon
deeply regretted his rash and cruel act, and bitterly reproached
his courtiers for not having endeavoured to restrain him.
GAshiq relates a story, which is reproduced by both Hasan
and cAli, to the effect that when Selim went personally to
supervise the efforts made to extinguish a great conflagration

1 Such is the story given by all the historians and biographers; but cAli,
who also lepeats it, says that he was told by the "Nishanji Jeldl-zade that the
real motive of Ja'Yer's execution was Selim's resentment at a satire on his
retreat before his father Bayezid which the enemies of the Lord Chancellor
concocted, and persuaded the Sultan had been written by him. This story,
though cMf seems to attach considerable importance to it, ib extremely impro-
bable; not only is the evidence very weak, but it is most unlikely that a
hasty and passionate autocrat like Selim would take the trouble to invent a
lumbering excuse for revenging a peisonal insult, or that he would have after-
ward openly expressed his regret, if he believed his victim to have lampooned him.